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‘has pever been ‘koown that ‘acquired quali-

strosities they die out, -

Ano\thm fvmlo toplc in (,onn(.ctlon with
this theory is that of heredity. No onc can
deny that mheqtance is o powelful factor
in the maintenance of race and in the im-
provement of breeds and’ varieties. But it

tiss, gven though retained through succes-
sive gencrations, have led 1o the production
of new speecies. Darwin’s attractive siyle
is never more alluring than  in“connection
with this subject. His concise and effective
phrases have the weight of - aphorism, and
pass current for punuples, when they may
be only unfounded assertions.:: Sueh is “the.
survival of the fittest.” -After reading some
chapters of “The Descent of Man,” could
any onc doubt, unless, indeed, he happened
to be familiar wnh the facts, that animals
pussessing certain advantages over:others
ave necessarily winners in the race for life?

‘And yet it is not true that, outsldc of thein-

fluence of man, there are in nature privi-
lezad individuals among animals capable
of Folding on to a posmvo gain, /generation
after gcnu.ztlon, and of transmitting - suc-

‘| cessfuily their peculiarities ' uptil they. be-

come the starting polnL ,(Qr.,_,m- L akep s
the descendants’ ﬂ)smo' at’ ].tst throuoh this

cumulative process, all close resemblance to
their progeuitors, Iv is not true that a
slight variation, among the successive ofl-
spring of the same stock, goes -on increas-
ing until the dillerence amount to a specific
distincting.. - On the contrary, it: is: a mat-
ter of fact that extrems variations finally
degenerate or become sertile; like mon-
-or rcuun to lheu
1y pe. i

The whole qubJect of inheritance is ex-
ceedingly inivicate, working nflcn is 0 seem
ingly capricious and fitful way. ' ‘Qualitizs,
both good and bad, are dropped as ‘well as
‘u,qunul, and the process ends sometimes in
the degradation of the type and thesurvival
of the unfit rather than' tho fittest. Tle
wost trifling and fantastie tricks of inherit
anee are quoted in-support of the transmu-
tation theory; but litrle “is said of the-sud-
den qppau*wn of powerful origin: u qualities
which almost always  riso /like’ pure “crea-
tions, and-are gone with their: day ‘and gen-
cration. The noblest gifts ave’ GXOGPUOH'II
and are rarely inherited; this very fuct
secems to me an evidence of something more
and higher than mere evolution and trans-
mission concmned in the ploblun cf life.
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